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Letter From The
President
Steven Eichhorn, President of the Board

“Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you have 
established the earth, and it stands fast.” - Psalm 119:90

Spring is upon us. Not only the season, but also the feeling of renewal. As the 
clouds of COVID-19 begin to part, there is much to be grateful for and much 
to look forward to.

 Thank you to our Board Members for their support and continued diligence 
during the challenges of the pandemic. Their continued prayer and effort behind the 
scenes allowed for continued efficiency of the Home on all levels. With adaptability 
in changing circumstances, they have remained hard at work, thinking strategically 
and planning in advance in order to lead the Home into a strong future. I know we 
are looking ahead with optimism as we continue God’s work for the Home.
 Thank you to our Residents, who have faithfully supported the Board and 
Staff during these unusual times. Their cooperation has helped us work together 
to achieve much success in combating this pandemic. Despite the anxiousness and  
restrictions that too many older Americans are unfortunately now familiar with, they 
found strength in one another and found peace in the Lord’s hand. Without these 
“ties that bind,” our community could have faltered. Instead, we are building stronger 
connections, ready to welcome new neighbors to the Home. 
 And a special thank you to the Administration and Staff. In addition to their 
usual dedication and love for our residents, they had to dig down deep and find the 
fortitude to continue during this most stressful year. Their resiliency despite constant 
changes in regulations and scientific understandings is a credit to their determination 
on the Home’s behalf. They are eagerly preparing for more opportunities to build and 
strengthen a “new normal” that enriches the lives of our residents. 
 We are grateful for all the upgrades and improvements made at the Home 
despite the difficulties of shutdowns and COVID related regulatory requirements. 
With brand new Mountain View nursing wings, many renovated rooms, a few  
refreshed hallways and some important improvements to infrastructure, we are all 
looking forward to increased use and enjoyment of our facilities - by both new  
residents and visitors alike.

A Prayer in Spring (excerpt) - by Robert Frost 

Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers today;
And give us not to think so far away
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here  
All simply in the springing of the year. ...

For this is love and nothing else is love,
To which it is reserved for God above
To sanctify to what far ends He will,
But which it only needs that we fulfill.
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In 1895, a pioneering group of pastors 
and community leaders came together to 
devise a way to care for members of their 

community who could not rely on immediate 
family in their senior years. The result was the Holland Christian Home, established 
in Paterson, NJ. In the 125 years since, the Home has expanded, moved to North 
Haledon to make way for Interstate 80, added nursing care, expanded, renovated, 
expanded again … all with our original mission in mind. 
 Our story is the story of people working together to love their neighbors as  
themselves. In celebration of our recent 125th anniversary, here are just a few of many 
highlights from the Home’s long legacy.

NOVEMBER 24, 1896
A THANKSGIVING DAY DEDICATION
The original Home at 110 Iowa Avenue, Paterson, was fittingly dedicated for  
service on Thanksgiving Day! This photo of the Home was taken circa 1898.

1945
A WORLD WAR II CONNECTION
Published following the end of World War II, a 50th anniversary booklet includes 
the story of donations received by members of Battery D - 894th Anti-Aircraft  
Artillery. The Home had opened to the “boys” for reading, writing, showers, shaves 
and occasional meals while they were stationed nearby serving in the Coast Artillery, 
protecting a factory in Paterson. Once reassigned overseas, the men showed their  
appreciation by mailing back several $100 donations.

MARCH 1953
A SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM THE QUEEN
Contributing to the National Disaster Fund at the Hague, residents of the Holland 
Christian Home donated from their own Christmas money to aid their countrymen 
in the aftermath of heavy flooding in the Netherlands.
 In a letter accompanying the donation, residents of the Home expressed “It is our 
prayer that our Father in Heaven in His mercy may show the people of Holland that 
He is still mindful of them, and that He may fulfill His promise of which we read in 
Matthew 11:28: ‘Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give 
you rest.'”

FEBRUARY 1964
POLIO VACCINATION PROGRAM
As members of the same community, residents of the Home do their part to look out 
for each other. Back in 1964, 95% of residents participated in a polio vaccination 
program. The North Haledon borough nurse was “delighted with the response” and 
hoped “the example set by these fine men and women will inspire equally enthusias-
tic participation” in the rest of town. Over 50 years later, we continue this tradition 
today. In 2021, almost 90% of residents were among the first US citizens to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine! 

   Years & Counting: 
A Retrospective

�����������

(Continued on page 7)



Letter from the  
Executive Director

As I write my first Executive Director's 
column, I give kudos to my two incredible 
predecessors, Carlos Beato & Carole 

Dykhouse for their dedication to the Holland 
Christian Home (HCH). Their leadership is a hard 
act to follow.  I will do my very best in moving the 
HCH forward to higher heights.

 While the COVID-19 situation remains  
dynamic, we are at an important milestone here at 
the HCH for our residents, their families, and our 
staff as we are able to reopen to visitors, restart com-
munal dining, group activities and the beauty parlor. 
All in all, we are bringing life back to normal as we 
once knew it at the HCH. Achieving this milestone 

Mercy Martin, LNHA, CALA, MBA, MHA, BSN RN, RD Executive Director & Administrator

E very one of us is aging - it 
is an inevitable part of life! 
We can’t stop the aging 

process, but we can take steps to 
age with grace.

 Does the word “exercise” intimidate you? Maybe it  
conjures up images of sweaty clothes and sore muscles - just 
something else you’re “supposed to do.” 
 It shouldn’t be that way! Exercise is simply what happens 
whenever you do any kind of physical activity. If it moves  
and helps condition a part of your body, then it’s exercise. 
Something as simple as walking can actively improve and main-
tain health. 
 Unfortunately, even young people fail to incorporate 
physical fitness into their everyday lives. People of every age are 
meant to be appropriately active. 
 People who tend to be inactive are more likely to  
 experience health complications like the following: 
• Muscles and bones that lose their strength.
• A reduced metabolism that has difficulty breaking down  
 sugars and fats.
• An immune system that no longer works as well.

 On the other hand, regular and age-appropriate 
 physical fitness results in:
• Stronger muscles and, therefore, stronger bones.
• Better posture, circulation, and balance (which prevents  
 falls).
• Production of endorphins which fight stress and promote  
 brain health.

 Just walking 30 minutes each day reduces the risk of stroke 
and heart disease, helps to manage hypertension, and positively 
impacts high cholesterol, joint and muscular pain, and diabetes 
- all common concerns for adults over the age of 65. 
 “But isn’t exercise boring - or worse, painful?” Not at all!  
In fact, if physical activity is causing you pain, you’re probably 

doing too much. “Listen to your body,” says Lynn Ardese,  
Director of Activities at the Holland Christian Home. “Mild 
soreness the next day is normal, but pain during exercise is a 
warning sign to stop.”
 As a certified fitness instructor for 13 years, Lynn taught 
classes at the YMCA before introducing new techniques and 
“sittercise” routines to residents of the Home. “It’s so important 
to get help from an instructor who is properly trained,” she 
warns. “Otherwise, performing exercises improperly may cause 
injury.”
 With that said, there are lots of ways to make exercise safer 
and more enjoyable. Here are just a few ideas (inspired by  
residents of the Holland Christian Home):
• Work out alongside a friend. Whether it’s walking, jogging  
 or even dancing, having company can be motivating and  
 fun.
• Attend in-person classes, or follow along with filmed   
 workouts on YouTube. Just make sure the leader is   
 properly trained and the exercise matches your abilities  
 and health.
• Especially when working out alone, be careful not to   
 over-exert yourself. Sittercise or chair yoga routines are   
 ideal when at home - you can stretch your limbs and   
 practice steady breathing, without risking a fall. 
• Reward yourself every time you work out. Maybe you   
 can enjoy your favorite show, talk to a friend or eat   
 a favorite food (healthy, of course) afterwards. Having the  
 promise of a reward can give you the push you need   
 to work out.
• Form a walking group. These have become popular among  
 older adults in recent years. Set a goal for how far you   
 want to walk and meet up once a week for a morning in  
 the sun!

There is no one-size-fits-all way to exercise. The most important 
thing is to start! Your body (and mind) will thank you.

Aging Gracefully: Physical Exercise is Key
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After the health care industry’s most challenging year in memory, the Holland Christian 
Home has been certified as a “Great Place to Work®” for an impressive third year in a 
row. This certification was awarded based on an employee survey and evaluation process 

conducted by Great Place to Work Institute (GPTW), an independent research and consulting 
firm nationally recognized for producing workplace lists such as the annual Fortune 100 Best 
Places to Work list.
 Significantly, 89% of the Home’s employees say that the Home is a great place to work. Only 
59% of employees at typical US-based companies said the same in 2019.
 The anonymous survey, which was completed by an outstanding 74% of the Home’s 150+ 
employees, evaluated over 60 elements of team members’ experiences on the job. Using methods 
developed through years of studying high-trust, high-performance workplaces, GPTW judged 
things like employees’ trust in leadership, pride in contributions, and relationships with coworkers. 
According to the anonymous survey, 93% of employees at the Home agreed that “my work has special 
meaning” and “this is not ‘just a job’.” Only 84% of employees at Fortune 100 Best Places to Work organizations said the same. 
Similarly, 94% of employees are “proud to tell others I work here,” and 92% say that “When I look at what we accomplish, I 
feel a sense of pride.” The most frequently used words to describe the Home included wonderful, welcoming, exceptional, live, 
dignity, ministry, and family.

  Great Place to Work

A Compassionate Community
 Part of the Holland Christian Home’s ministry is to be a true “home,” where residents and staff alike are welcomed and sup-
ported. In the midst of the pandemic’s chaos, the Home’s staff, residents, and neighbors have worked together in admirable ways.
 When tragedy struck one of the Home’s nurses, Sophia Burke, during the holidays, the Home sprung into action. Through 
the Home’s “Pay It Forward” program, residents and co-workers donated money, resources, and even paid time off. The local  
community even got involved, contributing gifts for Sophia’s children while she recovered in the hospital. 
 In fact, the local community partners with the Home in many wonderful ways. During the national shortage of personal 
protective equipment caused by the pandemic last spring, the Home’s neighbors near and far wasted no time supporting  
employees with over 200 homemade gowns and masks. At Christmas, churches and families donated anonymous gifts for  
residents. Even recently, members of North Haledon Girl Scout Troop 96984 sewed muffs for residents.

Great Workplace = Great Performance
 High employee satisfaction should always lead to high employee performance. And even the New Jersey Department of 
Health (NJDOH) has noted high performance at the Home. Following unannounced, on-site inspections, NJDOH gave the 
Home a rating of “Deficiency-Free” in each of the last three years. And the Home consistently boasts nurse-to-resident ratios that 
are above average in New Jersey according to data that is publicly available through NJDOH.
 Our staff is truly one of our biggest distinctives. We are blessed with wonderful employees!

allows our residents the opportunity to welcome their families 
and friends who have missed this vital part of their daily lives 
over these past months. Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
those who have been affected, whether directly or indirectly, by 
the virus in their communities.
 Our administration and staff have shown tremendous 
courage and resilience in the harshest of times, having to 
make tough operational decisions while facing no admissions  
during this period of lockdown. Our ability to meet this  
milestone and reopen our doors safely is something we should 
all be thankful for.
 I welcome you to navigate our website and I hope you learn 
more about the qualities that make the HCH an outstanding 

provider of essential healthcare services and a wonderful place 
to call home. We have earned the trust and respect of all those 
who we serve for one simple reason – we have great staff! They 
are experts in their fields, they bring a strong service ethos to 
everything they do with an attitude of caring and compassion, 
and they take pride and ownership in the jobs they do. At  
the Holland Christian Home, we bring passion, pride and  
experience together to make a positive difference in the lives of 
those we serve.
 "Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about these things." ~Philippians  4:8 
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& & Warm WelcomesWarm Welcomes

Carlos G. Beato, LNHA, RN 
Executive Director  
& Administrator

3 years

Carole Dykhouse, CALA, RN 
Administrator  

of Residential Services
5 years

Karen Bandstra
Director of Finance

17 years

Fond FarewellsFond Farewells

Until Carlos G. Beato’s first day of work at the Holland Christian Home, he didn’t 
expect to be here for long. “I had just stepped down as a CEO in New York and was 
looking forward to retirement with my family,” recalls Mr. Beato, who became the 

Home’s interim Administrator in 2017. Filling in at the Home on a temporary basis, his goal 
was to recruit new leadership and move on. But on his first day, something changed.
 “From my very first day here, I felt something I’ve rarely seen in healthcare,” Mr. Beato  
recalls. In his 45-year career as a nurse, administrator, consultant, and leader, he has seen  
countless hospitals and senior living homes. Even so, he believes “this is one of the three truly 
special places I have worked in.”
 For Mercy Martin, who joined as Director of Nursing at the same time as Mr. Beato and  
is now succeeding him as Executive Director & Administrator, the feeling was the same. “The 
Holland Christian Home is exceptionally different,” she said. “There is no place like it.”
 Those first impressions are no surprise to Carole Dykhouse. With her ties to the local 
community, she knew all about the Home long before she became Administrator of  
Residential Services in 2016. For her, the Home’s reputation always preceded itself as an oasis 
in an industry known for its challenges. While too many facilities prioritize business over 
people, the Home “is that rare place filled with people who truly love each other.”
 Every senior living facility likes to market itself as a family. But for many at the Holland 
Christian Home, it’s a simple truth. “We are more than co-workers,” said former Director of 
Finance Karen Bandstra. “We are brothers and sisters, pulling together for the residents.”
 Mr. Beato and Ms. Dykhouse retired this March, and Ms. Bandstra retired in December  
of 2020. For all three, it was a bittersweet farewell to a place they love dearly. But they know 
it is in good hands.
 After a promotion to Executive Director of Clinical Services in 2020, Mercy Martin 
began her new role as Executive Director & Administrator this April. Besides her diverse 
experience in acute, non-acute, for-profit and nonprofit settings, Ms. Martin has held roles as 
a dietitian/nutritionist, nurse, MDS Coordinator, Director of Nursing, and Administrator.
 Joining Mercy is Assistant Administrator Charlotte Vriesema. Charlotte knows the  
Holland Christian Home well. First employed at the Home as an Activities Assistant in 2012, 
she quickly advanced to many new positions, including critical roles in human resources 
and operations. Ms. Vriesema brings with her a Masters of Business Administration with a  
concentration in Health Administration from Centenary University. 
 Finally, Michael Sico joined the Home as Director of Finance in December of 2020.  
Mr. Sico has a decade of experience in financial management and administration, including 
six years’ experience in the roles of Chief Financial Officer or Controller and five years  
in nonprofit settings. With deep New Jersey roots, he knows Bergen and Passaic county  
exceptionally well.
 As a Home, we are so grateful for the hard work and loving dedication of our serving 
leaders past and present. Most of all, we are thankful for God’s provision and His guiding 
hand through every season.
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Weathering the Storm
John Bosch, Director of Patoral Care

Storms come our way whether we ask for them or not. 
Sometimes we expect them. Other times we don’t see 
them coming. In both cases, they are frightening and 

put us on edge.
 When the disciples were asked to row to the other side 
of the lake in Matthew 14, they were uneasy. They had likely 
never rowed more than a mile or so from the shore. Now 
Jesus is telling them to row all the way to the other side - and 
He wasn’t even going with them!
 Their worst fears were realized in the dark of night. 
Caught in the middle of the lake, a storm swept through so 
fiercely that they thought their boat would sink. “Where is 
Jesus?” they must have wondered.
 Suddenly, they see a shadowy silhouette travelling across 
the waves. This adds to their terror; it must be a ghost. 
 But far from being cause for fear, Jesus Himself called 
out to them from the waves. “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.”
 Where is Jesus when you want to lean on Him the most?
 So often, our own “storms” leave us with such uncer-
tainty that we cannot think straight, let alone believe that 
Jesus is with us. We can even come to believe that Jesus is not 
who we thought He was. Is He someone to be afraid of? Am 

I only imagining that He is real?
 As the storm of the COVID- 
19 pandemic begins to recede, 
what have we learned? Has Jesus 
become more real to us? Have we experienced comfort from 
His words? Did we see the power of His promises?
 Jesus didn’t immediately stop the storm on the lake, and 
He doesn’t stop all of our storms either. He joins us. He walks 
through the valley of the shadow of death. He experienced 
full mortality Himself so that we can trust Him. And in our 
storms, we experience more of His presence and character. 
It is interesting that at the end of the story when Jesus and 
Peter are safely in the boat and all is calm, the disciples “ 
worshipped Him” for the first time, realizing “truly You are 
the Son of God.”
 In all your storms, call out to Him. He is there with you 
- always. 
 The Holland Christian Home’s Pastoral Care team cares 
for the hearts and souls of all residents and families in our 
community. If you are a resident or family member, you  
can reach the Pastoral Care office at jbosch@hchnj.org or 
(973) 427-4087, ext. 613.

MAY 1995
RECOGNITION FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.
In the year of the Home’s 100th anniversary, Congresswoman Marge Roukema  
delivered a poignant speech on the floor of the House of Representatives recognizing 
the Home’s contributions to the community. 
 “The Holland Home is an excellent example of what private citizens can do to help 
those in need through their churches, civic groups and other organizations,” she said. 
 “The Holland Home shows [what] people with vision can do when confronted with 
a problem in need of a solution. The founders of the home were church and community 
leaders who applied Christian principles to help all in their community.”

MARCH 1999
WARM UP AMERICA QUILTERS
Residents of the Home were featured in a local newspaper after crocheting blankets for the 
“Warm Up America!” program. In less than a year, more than 60 blankets were crafted by  
residents and donated to American Red Cross disaster victims, the Salvation Army, and the Good 
Shepherd Mission in Paterson. Some were presented to evening chef Santos Rodriguez, who took 
them with his church to Nicaragua following Hurricane Mitch. 
 The program continued strong in following years. By 2000, over 200 blankets were  
crocheted. In 2001, blankets were donated to 9/11 responders within less than 24 hours of  
the September 11 World Trade Center attacks. Congressman Bill Pascrell, Jr. sent official  
congressional recognition to applaud residents’ efforts.

125 Years Continued...



Bridging Generations:  Bridging Generations:  
Students Volunteer with Residents during Pandemic

Nearly a year has passed since our lives were turned upside-down by the 
coronavirus. Practicing social distancing, wearing masks that cover half 
of our faces, and quarantining for days at a time can make us feel cut 

off from others and lonely. At a community as social and loving as the Holland 
Christian Home, this was hard for residents. 
 But in the midst of this isolation, the Tellegacy program arrived at the Home. 
Introduced as a pilot program formed in collaboration with the University of  
Toledo, the Tellegacy program was created by Dr. Jeremy Holloway. After learn-
ing how many residents in retirement homes were struggling “not from COV-
ID-19 but from a broken heart” due to isolation and separation, Dr. Holloway was  
inspired to help residents look ahead, set goals for themselves, and build much-
needed social connections. By taking care of residents' emotional wellbeing,  
perhaps this program could “save lives.”
         Dr. Holloway put this dream into action by working with Hayley Studer, 
Founder & CEO of achi, LLC, to socially connect students with residents of retire-

ment homes. At the end of the program, 
the resident receives a Legacy Book which 
contains many of the life lessons and stories shared with the Student Legacy Builder. 
    Last fall, residents of the Home were given an opportunity to participate in the  
program, which connected them with college students in health-related fields (such as 
occupational therapy, nursing, and pre-med). The students (“Legacy Builders”) would 
connect with their partner residents once a week via phone or virtual meeting. For 
the students, it was a chance to practice the skills they developed in class. For resi-
dents, it was even more meaningful - a weekly moment of encouragement during the  
pandemic. 
    14 residents signed up for the program, with rave reviews. As friendships began 
to form, the Student Legacy Builders and residents became important parts of each 
other’s lives. 
    One resident, Lenora Malefyt, said she “hit it off” with her partner student thanks 
to their similar experiences and the student’s recent engagement. 
    Another resident, Anna Wondergem, strongly connected with her student. “It was 
relaxing and joyful to reminisce,” she said. “Talking to my student was a wonderful 
experience because I could share my knowledge over the years with her.” The two have 

stayed in touch since the program ended. 
 The program built a bridge between the two generations. The students learned from a wiser generation, and residents 
gained a friend. By the end of the program, over 100 hours had been spent on the phone with residents of the Home. Studer 
was thrilled by its success at the Home. “We couldn’t have matched the students and residents better if we had known them 
personally,” she said. 
 The program was so successful that it has advanced out of the pilot stage and is now being offered nationally as a monetized 
healthcare program. Dr. Holloway and Studer saw the positive effect the program has on both students and residents, and they 
hope it will one day be covered by health insurance as a valuable contributor to physical and emotional wellbeing. 
 Staying social and connected is essential for residents of the Holland Christian Home. The Home has done many things 
in addition to partnering with the Tellegacy Program to help residents. Even when regulations still prevented visitors f 
rom entering the Home, Activities staff helped residents video chat with friends or family members. Some residents took the 
initiative to host socially distanced and masked book clubs and gatherings. The Pastoral Care staff partnered with churches  
to offer “phone-a-friend” programs. 
 And the Tellegacy program continues in the Home, where nine residents signed up to participate in the spring.
 For more information about the Tellegacy program, please visit https://www.achi.solutions/tellegacy.
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 Jen Morales, Dietary Cook | 30 Years 

Q. What do you remember from your first year at the Home?
I was 16 and nervous when I started. The kitchen and dining 
room were half the size they are now, so in order to reno-
vate they crammed us into the nursing unit kitchen while the 

residents ate in the main sitting room. After those renovations 
were done, work became a lot simpler!

Q. Why have you chosen to stay at the Home for so long?
I have the best boss [Director of Food Services Steve Schott]. Anytime I’ve 
faced personal or health challenges, he’s supported me and been so flexible. 
Really, all of the staff here are like family to me. A lot of us have been working 
in the kitchen together for over 20 years. Gina just retired, and she started a 
few years before me! I really enjoy what I do here.

Q. What is a favorite memory you have at the Home?
Well, I met my husband here! He would drive residents to appointments, and 
I would sit on the bench and we would talk. One day he asked me out, and 
here we are together 19 years later!

The residents here are such a joy. I can still name residents from over 20 years 
ago who left an impact on me. They have so much to teach and so much love 
to share.

Q. What would you tell someone who is considering moving into the Home?
Do it! It truly is a great place (with great food!). Between the staff and  
residents, it is a beautiful community - a wonderful place to live.

 Kathy d’Alessandro, Director of Health Maintenance  
 & Monitoring Services | 30 Years

Q. What do you remember from your first year at the Home?
When I started, I was an LPN working from 11-7. I was the 
only nurse at night with 4 aides. I was still going to nursing 

school to become an RN. It was tough working full time while 
going to school full time. 

The Home has grown a lot since then. I remember residents were always really 
crafty, even though there was no Activities Department back then. 

Q. Why have you chosen to stay at the Home for so long?
The Home is a great place to work because it feels like a family. The residents 
are very sweet and welcoming. Everyday I am happy to come here, and I leave 
each day with a sense of fulfillment.

Q. What is a favorite memory you have at the Home?
The resident’s crafts always stood out to me and I consider them “little  
treasures.” Christmas time is so much fun because everyday there is a new 
activity, whether it’s tree lighting, the auxiliary, or baking homemade cookies 
that get passed out to the residents. 

Q. What would you tell someone who is considering moving into the Home?
It’s Passaic County’s best-kept secret. This is a place where the nurses come 
to retire. The residents really get the best of care here. The Home’s whole  
atmosphere is very family oriented and welcoming. 

Devoted Staff makes a Happy Home!

Congratulations to the 
 following employees for  

celebrating milestonework 
anniversaries this year!

– 10 YEARS –
Joanne Leichtweisz, RD

Dietician

Kia Gerbeshi
Housekeeping

Aileen James 
Housekeeping

Liliana Obando
Housekeeping

Marisol Serrano 
Housekeeping

– 15 YEARS –
Giovanna Monachello

Housekeeping
Albona Xhakli-Sulejmani

Senior Medical Administrative  
Assistant

– 30 YEARS –
Jen Morales 

Dietary Cook & Supervisor
Kathy d’Alessandro, RN

Director of Health Maintenance 
& Monitoring Services

– 32 YEARS– 
Gina DeSimone

Cook

– 45 YEARS –
Linda Cava, RN

Staffing Coordinator
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Senior Living 101:  
Thriving Financially in Senior Living  

• Learn the average costs of senior services in your state.
• Talk with a financial planner about your specific  
 situation. Everyone’s circumstances are different, and  
 your advisor might be able to suggest options you  
 wouldn’t otherwise know about.
• Understand the differences between Medicare and  
 Medicaid. Medicare covers long-term care if it is  
 prescribed by a doctor for rehabilitation or certain  
 specific “skilled services.” Medicaid is administered  
 through the state, so eligibility for long-term care  
 costs may vary. Find out what you qualify for.  
 Understanding the benefits you are qualified to  
 receive through Medicare and Medicaid can play  
 a big role in understanding your future options.

• Consider a long-term care insurance policy, which  
 can cover services that other insurances do not cover.  
 This  type of insurance typically requires specific  
 qualification standards, such as a need for assistance  
 with ADLs (“Activities of Daily Living”). These include  
 eating, bathing, dressing, and more. It is common for  
 insurance policies to require that policyholders need  
 help with two ADLs in order for the policy to apply. It  
 is important to look into all insurance options and  
 understand what your choices are. 
• Consider your health situation realistically. What kind  
 of care and services would you need now? What kind  
 of care might you need in the future? Health can  
 change unexpectedly, so it’s important to think ahead.

Everyone wants to thrive in their community, not just live in it. Picking a place that is right for you is essential. 
Unfortunately, a person’s financial situation can loom over their decision, potentially ruining the best of plans. 
Knowing your options and doing the research is crucial in making it possible to receive the best care.

 Envisioning how you want yourself or your loved one to be cared for in their older years is an important first step. 
And when it comes to senior care, preparation should start early. 
 What can you reasonably afford already? How do you plan to fund long-term care if you need it? What is your  
insurance situation and will it cover or partially cover long-term care? Consider some of the following:

 Some facilities, including Continuing Care Retirement Communities (CCRCs) like the Holland Christian Home, 
combine multiple levels of care into one organization. This makes it easier to plan for future care, especially if you want to 
remain in the same place as you age. At a select few CCRCs (including the Home), you can even choose a Life Care payment 
model. This unique option allows you to secure all of the organization’s care and services for as long as you live. 
 That’s why residents of the Holland Christian Home do not owe more money when they need more care. As a Life Care 
CCRC, our services are covered for residents’ full length of stay. And with three straight deficiency-free surveys from the NJ 
Department of Health, our multiple levels of care are best-in-class.
 No matter your financial situation, receiving the highest quality care is a non-negotiable when planning your future. 
Don’t wait - start preparing today. Your future self will thank you!
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125th Anniversary  
In Honor of

Joanne Van Saun
Sue Bellofatto

Sue Vander Ploeg 
Evan & Doris Heerema 

In Memory of 

Doris Breur
Eastern Christian School 

Gordon Kline
Philip & Maria Kline

My Loving Family 
Stephen Maisch

Businesses/Organizations
Abbey Carpet & Floor  
 of Hawthorne 
Abma’s Farm
Advanced Laser & Skin Cancer  
 Center LLC –  
 Dr. Gangaram Ragi
Audiology & Hearing Aid  
 Solutions – Dr. Patrick Biondi
Borduin Paving – Bruce Borduin 
Borst Landscape & Design Inc.  
 – Mark Borst
Browning-Forshay Funeral  
 Home 
Cedar Hill Nursery –  
 Bill Bushman
Columbia Bank Foundation 
Florence Christian Home
G&S Financial Services,  
 LLC – David Smolenski 
Gaeta Recycling Services, LLC
Generation Pharmacy  
 Group, LLC 
Green-Way Irrigation, Inc.
Guardian Ambulance EMS
Hawthorne Christian Academy 
Heerema Company 
Home Supply & Lumber Center  
 – Charles Verhoog
Imperial Copy Products 
Kayal Orthopaedic Center,  
 PC – Dr. Robert A. Kayal 
Kuiken Brothers Company, Inc.
Kuiken's Dairy Farm, LLC 
KV Builders LLC – Kenneth  

 & Sharon Visbeen
Lakeview Farms –  
 Randy Hoogerheyde
Liberty Elevator Corporation
Malesardi, Quackenbush, Swift  
 & Co., LLC – Robert Saydah 
Merlino Design Partnership –  
 Bruce Hurowitz
Mission Realty Co. –  
 Ronald Pruiksma 
Nicholas Markets   
 “Fresh Grocer”
NJM Insurance Company
North Haledon Republican  
 Club 
Peapack-Gladstone Bank  
 (Murphy Capital  
 Management) 
Regency Wealth Management –  
 Mark Reitsma
Reiner Group, Inc. 
Reno’s Appliance
Scriptwise Consultants, LLC –  
 Karen Scoullos 
Service Surgical – John  
 Handman
John & Grace Soldoveri  
 Foundation, Inc. 
Tanis Hardware Corp.
Teschon, Riccobene & Siss, PA 
TNTMAX, Inc.
Triple Cee Supply, LLC 
Van Wingerden Farms –  
 Abe & Ruth Van Wingerden
Vander Plaat Funeral Home of  
 Wyckoff
Vander Plaat – Vermeulen  
 Memorial Home,  
 Franklin Lakes
Vander Sterre Brothers  
 Construction
Viking ChemTec  
 Pest Control 
Vis-A-Dent, Deborah  
 Nachman-Mangot
Visbeen Construction Company  
 – James Visbeen 
Waldwick Printing Co.,  
 William Cook
Wayne Tile Company, Inc. 
Wells Architecture,  
 Peter & Phil Wells

Yorkville Coffee Company 

Individuals
John & Marie Abrahamsen
Anonymous
Carlos G. & Maria Beato 
John & Barbara Belanus
Bill & Wilma Bogertman 
Marion Borduin
George & Carol Bosma 
Tannette Botbyl
Doris (Dot) Breur
Ray & Betty Broek 
Henry Cooper
Joe & Beverly Cusack
John & Joyce De Haan 
Frederick & Joanna De Ruiter
John & Sue Dyk 
David & Barbara Dykhouse
Elroy Dyksen 
John & Faye Dyksen
Anna Mae Dykstra 
Steven & Anna Eichhorn
Kevin & Phyllis Englishman 
Lorraine Englishman
Shirley Faber 
Robert & Frances Folkerts
Ellen Forstrom 
Irene Friesema
Herbert Geyer
Betty Gower 
Susan Marchese Green 
John & Mary Gideon 
Paul & Trudy Heerema
Patricia Hildebrand 
George & Clara Hoogenhuis
Robert & Pat Jeffer
Ken & Leanne Kleinmanns 
Michael & Joanne Kukol
Virginia Leach 
Martin & Thea Leegwater 
Mildred Link
Paul & Lois Lyman 
Allen & Helen Miller
Lydia J. Miller
Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis 
Lenore Ochs 
William & Everdina O’Connor
Carol O'Neill 
Mae Pruim
Antoinette (Toni) Ravo
Mark & Pamela Reitsma 

James & Jean Richmond 
Thomas & Marjorie Rose
Dean & Debra Steyling
Emma Sweetman 
Gerald & Beverly Tanis
Amelia (Meme) Terpstra 
Betty Tolsma
Peter & Sharon Van Der Heide 
Grace Van Der Stad
Henry Van Heemst 
Paul & Karen Van Ostenbridge  
Evelyn Vander Brink
Betty Vander Plaat 
Nick & Kris Vander Plaat 
Gerald Veenstra
Randall & Debra Veenstra 
Richard & Jesse Ver Hage
David & Beth Verblaauw
Elizabeth (Bette) Verblaauw 
Rodney & Geraldine Verblaauw 
Ernest & Georgia Wiegers
Donald & Ethel Wisse
Ruthanne Wisse 
Anna Wondergem 

Endowment Fund
In Memory of  
Frank Ambrogio 
Mildred Link
Raymond & Julia Martin 
Cathy Shay
Evelyn Vander Brink

Marjorie Bandstra 
Bernard Joustra 
Alida Kleinmanns
William & Josephine Peters 

Charles & Hilda Borduin
Korky & Susan Vander Ploeg

Jozina Cooper 
Henry Cooper

Donald De Bruin 
John & Karen Breur

Garret (Cory) De Noble 
Catherine (Cathie) Hoffman
Christopher & Katy Joyce 
Anthoney Fann &  
 Juliette Langner 

Jeannetta De Vries 
Austin & Barbara Fischer
Randy & Debbie Peters 

Henrietta (Etta) Ebersbach 
Sylvia Gordana
Brenda Salamon 
Doris Stienstra
Troy Stienstra
Etta & George Thomas

Edith Floyd 
Ellen & John Warden 

Evalyn Johnson 
Tom & Patty Bates 
Jennifer Liscio
Elisa & Keith Mandra 

Robert Kleinmanns
Alida Kleinmanns

Gordon Kline 
Richard A. & Lois Leentjes 
Leonard & Ruth Wynbeek

Jennie Kuiken
Jacoba De Looper

Henrietta Lawless 
Gertrude Cellier 

Anna Leentjes 
Henry & Marge Balkema 
Lorraine Englishman
Clyde & Suzanne Goodrich
Bernard Joustra 
Martin & Thea Leegwater
Richard A. & Lois Leentjes
Joanne Smith Malone 
Mae Pruim 
Douglas & Susan Sietsma
Jeannette Smith
Judy Van Dyke 

Ruth Marchese 
Glenn Dykstra 
Irene Patton

My Loving Family
Stephen Maisch

Wilbur Rose 
Adel Ulrich 

Rose Schagen
Albert Schagen

honor roll January 1 – December 31, 2020

The Holland Christian Home gratefully acknowledges
The Columbia Bank Foundation for the generous gift of a $30,000 grant.
We are blessed by Columbia Bank’s continued partnership with the Home!

With GratitudeWith Gratitude
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 January 1 – December 31, 2020(honor roll continued…)
Harold Snyder 
John & Karen Bandstra 
Sandra Boer Condal
Ann Dau 
Glenn Dykstra
Ralph & Dorothy Faasse 
Robert & Jean Janecek
Gordon & Nancy Nicely 
Sam & Christa Ohan
Mark & Lorraine Perry 
Richard & Jessie Ver Hage 
Wyckoff Reformed Church 
Ladies Aid
Ruth Spikeboer 
Sandra & Robert Bottge
Ruth Dekker 
Evie Dworetzky
Nancy Dykstra-Powers 
David Gottneid 
Jane Dekker Gottneid
John & Beth Milkamp 
Donald & Anita Rose
Dean & Debra Steyling
Randall & Debra Veenstra 

Alice Tanis 
Betty Tolsma 

J. Bill Van Dyke
Judy Van Dyke

Richard Van Hassel 
Ann Dau
Steven & Deborah Matson
Wilma Sikkema 
Richard & Jessie Ver Hage

Joyce Van Popering 
Aug Family
Marlene & David Blumenthal 
Burgos Family
Helene T. Faustini
Thomas & Marion Kuchler 
Elisa & Keith Mandra
Anthony & Annette Scordato 
Margherita Theilke
Thielke Family

John & Elsie Vander Ploeg
Korky & Susan Vander Ploeg

Helen Young 
Paul & Mary Battaglia
Matthew Birchenough 
William Birchenough
The Klemm Kids  
Joanne Korothy
Virginia Leach 
Betty Tolsma 
Upstate Niagara  
 Cooperative, Inc. 

Direct Gift
Josephine Bassett
David & Gladys Prol

Foundation
In Honor of

Carlos Beato
David Stoeckel

Elroy Dyksen  
John & Faye Dyksen 

Elroy Dyksen 
(Christmas)
Robert & Esther Dyksen

Elroy Dyksen 
(89th Birthday)
John & Faye Dyksen

North Haledon Front  
Step Project 
Dave & Jo-Ann Spalt-Angelucci 

Nurses & Aides 
Ruth Marchese & Family

Staff Who Treat the Residents 
With Such Care & Love 
John & Brenda Myer 

Betty Tolsma 
(90th Birthday) 
Bill & Wilma Bogertman
Ken & Lorna Bogertman

Marion Borduin
John & Sue Dyk
Ronald & Nancy Van Harken 

Garret Vermaas
(80th Birthday) 
Edward & Arlene Vander Weert 

In Memory of

Charles & Hilda Borduin
Borduin Paving – Bruce Borduin

Doris Breur 
Simon & Judith Elzinga 
Donna & Kevin Hoogerhyde
Kenneth & Cathy Lagerveld 
Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis

Eleanor Dykstra 
Fred & Joan Fabbri 

Richard Heusser
Allen & Henry Miller

Eleanor Kooreman 
Kenneth & Sharon Visbeen 

Mary Koster 
Jasper (Joe) Koster 

Hester & Henry Reynierse
Bernice Siegers

Ed Sweetman
Don & Linda Sweetman-Waters

Vivienne Vander Snow
Susan Cook

Catherine Veenema 
Dave & Grace Lobbregt 

Harry & Barbara Vriesema
Timothy & Kathleen Kline

Businesses/Organizations
Abundant Life Reformed  
 Church  
Amazon Smile Foundation
Borduin Paving – Bruce Borduin 

Columbia Bank Foundation
Fair Lawn Memorial Cemetery 
Fylstra & Fylstra, LLC –  
 Robert Fylstra 
G & S Financial Services, LLC –  
 David Smolenski 
GE Foundation
KV Builders LLC – Kenneth &  
 Sharon Visbeen 
Mattaniah Choir
Network for Good 
New Jersey Manufacturers 
North Haledon Republican  
 Club
Pompton Plains Reformed Bible  
 Church 
Saddle River Reformed Church 
John & Grace Soldoveri  
 Foundation, Inc. 
Julia Vander May Bakelaar  
 Char. Trust 
Van Riper Ellis Broadway  
 Baptist Church
Wanaque Reformed Community  
 Church 
Wayne Tile Company, Inc. 

Individuals
William & Elizabeth Almroth 
Gary & Terry Alnor
Anonymous
Bruce & Yvonne Balkema 
Josephine Bassett
Carlos G. & Maria Beato
David H. Beun 
David & June Boardman 
Bill & Wilma Bogertman
William & Lynn Boonstra  
Jennie Bouwense
Cindy Brolsma 
Gail Bushman
Glenn & Lauren Bushoven
John & Blanche Candage 
Kevin & Florence Carroll 

Henry Cooper
Carol Coots
Paul Dalman 
John & Carol De Bel
William & Linda De Block 
George De Boer
Maynard De Jong 
Robert & Leslie De Jong 
Col. David de Wilde
Richard & Susan Denekamp 
Maritza Diaz
Allan & Carol Dob 
Walter Donkersloot
John & Sue Dyk 
Micheal Edwards
Steven & Anna Eichhorn 
Edith Floyd
Ellen Forstrom 
Ronald & Julia Fuhr
John Golden 
Betty Gower 
Jim & Bonnie Griffioen
Evan & Doris Heerema 
Douglas B. Hoogerhyde
Steven & Daun Hook
Joseph & Ann Hovan 
Robert & Pat Jeffer
Jane Joachim 
Philip & Maria Kline 
Helen Krulewich
Michael & Joanne Kukol
Stacy Kuperus 
Jim and Carol La Conte 
Virginia Leach
J. Henry & Norma Leonhard 
Robert Livingston
Paul & Lois Lyman
Lenora Malefyt 
Brian McAuley 
Kevin & Patti McDonell
Charlie & Cathy Miller 
Lawrence & Joan Miller
Lydia J. Miller
Mildred Miller 

Last Christmas was not easy for anyone. With worldwide COVID cases 
multiplying and vaccines not quite available, residents of senior homes 
nationwide were left unable to celebrate or see loved ones in the ways 

they normally would. Still, the Home was blessed in many ways this Christmas.
 Although they couldn’t fill physical boxes as in past years, residents still  
contributed a generous $1,655 to the good work of Operation Christmas Child. 
This ministry spreads holiday joy and the Gospel to underprivileged children 
worldwide - something that was needed this year more than ever!
 Staff went above and beyond to decorate the Home, with different  
employees adopting different parts of the Home. In the Chapel, Psalm 23 was 
brought to life! “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want…”
 Thanks to the initiative of the Eastern Christian School’s journalism 

Christmas with COVIDChristmas with COVID
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(honor roll continued…)
Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis 
Sam & Christa Ohan 
Richard & June Oskamp
Kent & Jean Papsun
Ellen Krzanowski &  
 William Peters 
Wilma Philips
Edward & Nancy Dykstra  
 Powers
Mae Pruim 
Antonette (Toni) Ravo 
James & Jean Richmond
Jill Rose 
Thomas & Marjorie Rose
Robert Ryerson 
Richard Schipper 
Briody Schott
William H. Seed 
Wilma Sikkema
Brent T. Sjaardema
Lena Southway 
John & Carolyn (Candy) Steen
Gertrude Stokes
Jeffrey & Jackie Streelman
Charles & Judy Sybesma 
Cornelius & Lori Tanis
Thomas & Elise Tatham 
Glorian Utzig
Raymond & Cheryl Van Grouw 
Joan Van Harken
Betty Vander Plaat
Henry Van Heemst 
Alan Verbeke
Rodney & Geraldine Verblaauw 
Kathleen Voorman  
Geraldine Windhorst
William Witte, Jr. 
Anna Wondergem
Howard & Kathy Yeaton 
Virginia & Mike Zimmer 

General Fund  
James & Judith Abma 
Helen Berkenbush

John & Karen Breur 
Jacqueline Burrows
Henry Clover 
Allan & Carol Dob
Walter Donkersloot 
John Drukker
Steven & Anna Eichhorn 
James Faber
Janet Faber 
Geraldine Gallagher
Peter & Barbara Greendyk
Jacob & Marian Heerema 
Patricia Hildebrand 
Garret & Marlene Hoogerhyde
Peter & Susan Hook 
John & Ruth Husselman
Edward & Dorothy Jaasma 
Howard & Shanti Jost
Bernard Joustra 
Timothy & Kathleen Kline
Elizabeth Kolk 
Michael & Joanne Kukol
Jeff & Cheryl Leach 
Dave & Grace Lobbregt
Julia Massood
Harry & Marilyn Myers 
Edward & Lois Nieuwenhuis
Richard & Gertrude  
 Nieuwenhuis 
Dieter & Linda Pfisterer
Dorothy Pipe
Lloyd Pontier 
Janet Popjes 
David & Gladys Prol
Mae Pruim
David & Marjo Reitsma 
Mark & Pamela Reitsma
Ronald & Nancy Sietsma 
Dean & Debra Steyling 
Jeffrey & Jackie Streelman
David & Beverly Tenhor 
Wilma Tuit
Marjorie Van Grouw
Peter & Judith Van Grouw 
Raymond & Cheryl Van Grouw 

Henry Van Heemst
Paul & Karen Van Ostenbridge 
Robert & Karen Van Zweden
Gertrude Vander Wende 
Randall & Debra Veenstra
Richard & Jessie Ver Hage 
Rodney & Geraldine Verblaauw
Garret & Carolyn Vermaas 
Louise Verrey Harrison
Kenneth & Sharon Visbeen 
Robert Vogel
John & Joan West 
Ernest & Georgia Wiegers
Donald & Ethel Wisse
Ruthanne Wisse 
Leonard & Ruth Wynbeek 
 
In Memory of 

Gordon Kline
James and Kathy Shea 
Evie Vander Brink 
 
In Honor of 

Marge Bandstra  
(80th Birthday)
 Sam and Lorraine Steen

Legacies & Trusts
Ada Priscilla Berdan Charitable  
 Trust
Estate of John Burhans 
Estate of John Vander Sluys

Resident Fund
In Honor of 

Betty Tolsma 
(90th Birthday) 
Tannette Botbyl
Betty Vander Plaat

In Memory of 

Doris Breur
Marguerite Van Hook
 

Direct Gift
David & Gladys Prol 
John & Sherry Wigboldus

Scholarship Fund  
Marjorie Bandstra
Sharon & Michael Bojcik

Arlene den Hollander 
Lena Southway 

Katherine P. Dworetzky
Maryann O’Brien

Lambert Rose 
Peter & Barbara Greendyk 

Richard Van Hassel
Peggy Dau

Joan Vogel 
Robert Vogel 

Direct Gift
Michael & Joanne Kukol 

Spirit of Progress
In Honor of

Rev. Donald & Ethel Wisse
Evan & Doris Heerema

In Memory of

Frank Abrogio 
Marilyn Rozema

Helen Baker
Evan & Doris Heerema 

Clarence & Henrietta Belanus 
John & Barbara Belanus 

Alice Boonstra
William & Ellen Galloway

Doris Breur 
Bill & Wilma Bogertman
Ken & Lorna Bogertman 
John & Karen Breur 

Kenneth & Susan Dyer
Betty Gower 
Laura Hall
Allan & Kathy Jeltema 
Sinead Kelly
Gary & Barbara Link 
James & Kathleen Lodema
Mark & Pamela Reitsma 
Betty Tolsma
Samuel & Jan Van Grouw 
James Van Huizen
Roger & Linda Vogel 

Edith Mae Floyd
Estate of Edith Floyd – Bradley  
 Floyd

John & Geraldine Folkerts 
Paul & Trudy Heerema 

Paul & Katherine Heerema
Paul & Trudy Heerema

Gordon Kline
Timothy & Kathleen Kline

Elsie Leesman 
Marilyn Rozema 

Henry & Geraldine Prol
Rodney & Geraldine  
 Verblaauw

Arthur J. Sikkema
Wilma Sikkema 

Louise B. & Frank F.  
Sjaardema 
Brent T. Sjaardema
Sjaardema Family Foundation 

Tunis & Wilma Verblaauw 
Rodney & Geraldine  
 Verblaauw 

Kathryn Ten Kate
Peter & Beverly Ten Kate

Helen Young
Marilyn Rozema

class, students used their online newspaper to encourage others to donate  
anonymous Christmas gifts to residents at the Home. By Christmas day,  
every resident in Mountain View was able to receive at least one gift - a  
beautiful reminder that they are loved and cared for. Gifts included coloring 
books, calendars, warm socks, scarves, and lotions.
 The Christmas Care Drive extended beyond Eastern Christian. Members 
of local churches sent gifts and cards even if they didn’t know anyone at the 
Home. And children at YCS Kilbarchan, a youth service in Paterson, sent 
hand-drawn cards filled with joy (and jokes!)
 When one of the Home’s nurses, Sofia Burke, spent Thanksgiving and 
Christmas in the hospital with COVID-19, her co-workers knew something  
had to be done. After accepting donations, employees from the Home  
surprised her family with bags full of toys for her children. 
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The Holland Christian Home and Holland Christian Home Foundation gratefully acknowledge the generous donations and memorial gifts we receive 

throughout the year. We give thanks continually for the faithful community of families, friends and businesses that support our residents.

Businesses/Organizations
HCH Resident Card Sales
KJB Fireplaces Inc. –  
 Ken & Catherine Belanus 
Robert & Catherine Murray   
Charitable Trust 
Prudential Foundation  
 Matching Gifts
Old Paramus Church Women’s   
 Guild 
Vander Plaat Family Charitable Trust – 
James & Virginia  
 Vander Plaat
Visbeen Construction Company

Individuals
Marilyn Bartholme
John & Barbara Belanus
Helen Berkenbush 
David & Cheryl Boone 
Robert & Frances Folkerts
Barbara Ann Jones  
Elizabeth Kolk
Michael & Joanne Kukol 
Linda McKnight & Dr. Jay  
 Vande Kopple
Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis 
Richard & June Oskamp 
James Putt
Nella Rosendale
Marilyn Rozema 
Grace Van Der Stad

John & Carolyn (Candy) Steen
Randall & Debra Veenstra 
Alan Verbeke 
Adrian & Ruth Visbeen 

Wish List 
In Memory of

Dorothy Balkema 
Gary Scott Balkema 
Henry Cooper
John & Sherry Wigboldus
Joanne Van Saun 
Sue Bellofatto
Debra & Rory Buchannan
Cindy & Donald Hughes 
Daniel Yani Van Saun 
Randall & Lori Van Saun
Robert & Nancy Van Saun
Ted Van Saun 
Thomas & Maria Van Saun 

In Memory of

Muriel Amels
Reynold Amels
Julia Bakelaar 
Carl & Ellen Binder 
Nellie Bangma
Gary Shockley
Agnes Cook 
William & Charlene Cook 
Katherine P. Dworetzky

Evie Dworetzky
Peter & Jeanette Egedy 
Curtis & Joan Walton 
Dr. Carmelo Giuffre
Rita Giuffre
C. Evelyn McKnight 
Linda McKnight & Dr. Jay  
 Vande Kopple 
Gertrude Muus 
William & Charlene Cook
Anna Reyneirse 
Gary Shockley 
Anna B. Van Heest
George Jr. & Bonnie Van Heest
Donald Van Valkenburgh 
Roger & Paige Van Valkenburgh 
Nellie Vroegindewey
Elizabeth Dykstra

Direct Gifts
Businesses/Organizations
HCH Ladies Auxiliary
KV Builders LLC – Kenneth &  
 Sharon Visbeen 
Living Word Reformed Church
Mission Realty Co. – Ronald Pruiksma 

Individuals
Kenneth & Lorna Bogertman
Jane de Waal Malefyt 
David & Mary Douma
Genevieve Douma

Frances Dykhouse
Glenn & Nancy Dyksen 
Ralph & Dorothy Faasse 
David & Joyce Friesema
Herbert Geyer 
Kathy Gorter 
George & Clara Hoogenhuis 
Barbara Ann Jones
Alida Kleinmanns 
Ken & Leanne Kleinmanns
Linda & Barry Krantz 
Michael & Joanne Kukol
Virginia Leach 
Martin & Thea Leegwater 
Gary & Barbara Link
Mildred Link 
Lenora Malefyt
Raymond & Julia Martin
Mike & Anna Norton
Lenore Ochs
Edward & Beverly Ollearo 
Dorothy Pipe 
Marilyn Rozema 
Wilma Sikkema
Robert & Beverly Smid 
Betty Tolsma
Grace Van Der Stad 
Rodney & Geraldine Verblaauw
Sue Voigtland
Donald & Ethel Wisse
Ruthanne Wisse
Anna Wondergem 
Jane Wondergem
Raymond & Trudie Zegel 

(honor roll continued…)

Everyone remembers how essential masks were 
at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
When their importance became clear, global 

shortages led to price gouging, fraudulent sales, and 
extended usage of temporary masks. 
 During the initial months of the pandemic,  
communities all across the country responded to 
this need and began making masks and even gowns.  
Knowing the Home would soon be in need of PPE  
(Personal Protective Equipment), Sue Vander Ploeg, then 
Associate Director of the HCH Foundation, took charge 
and reached out to churches and the community in  
order to spearhead the donation efforts. 
 Masks were the easy part. Harder, but no less  
important, were gowns. Making gowns can require  
fabric, precise measurements and cuts, and patient  
sewing discipline. 
 COVID-19 patients cannot safely be treated  
without washable or disposable gowns. Sue was able to 

connect with over 40 members of the community to  
create a gown ecosystem in which one donor would 
send fabric and elastic, another might cut the fabric, and  
finally another donor would sew everything together. 
 An unexpected community of support brought  
together by the providence of God came together at the 
Home’s time of need and provided the PPE necessary to 
properly and safely treat residents. Sue, who coordinat-
ed this gown ecosystem, described its members as “such  
giving people” and noted “what a beautiful thing it is to 
be part of this community.” 
 The Home is thankful for Sue’s communication and 
coordination work, the contributions of numerous staff 
members, the time and effort offered by the volunteers, 
as well as the countless members of the community who 
provided and supported the Home during this time. 
 “Every donation has a story,” Sue says. "Ours is a  
story of God’s provision in our time of need."

“Every Donation has a Story”



Mike Albert 
Jo-Ann Angelucci
Karen Bandstra
Barbara Belanus
Katherine Bignon
Lynn Boonstra
Beverly Borduin
Karen Breur
Joyce Bruining
Jeanne Bushoven
Lois Cooper
Claudia Cortez
Estefania Deluca
Allison Douma
Faye Dyksen
Janice Englishmen

Marge Faber
The Fresh Grocer,  
 Bob Greenway
Andrew Gladfelter
Karen Holmes
Eileen Kuipers
Janice Lonagan
Joan Mallette
Deborah Nachman –  
 Mangot
Lisa Martin
Julie and Aaron  
 McCombs
Tami Moses
Needlecraft Inc.,  
 Sam & Andy Steen 

NH OEM
PPE Fab Crew,  
 Rachel Chou
Amy and Allie  
 Spalt
Karen Steiginga
Mary Ann Valenti
Bill Vander Eems
Sue Vander Ploeg
Eric Veenstra
Nora Hagedoorn  
 Versnel
Annika Westra
Sandy Westra
Georgia Wiegers
Dot Wolfe

Gown Contributors
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At the Holland Christian Home, we have experienced 
your expressions of love and virtual hugs during 
these past months in many ways. From family 

members and friends dropping off necessities and small 
pleasures, to young people penning inspirational letters to 
residents, your compassion has blessed the Home. 
 Our 125th Anniversary Dinner was cancelled, but  
supporters sent in donations that matched or surpassed  
previous years when we celebrated in person. End-of-year  
donations were such an encouragement, with so many  
contributing towards our enormous expense of personal  
protective equipment (PPE). 
 The notes that accompanied these gifts warmed our 
hearts!  The greater community that surrounds our family  
of seniors and staff has continued to partner with us in  
meaningful and tangible ways.
 Since the Spring Breakfast had to be postponed for  
another year, we made a new plan. We sent out an invitation 
in March looking for community help to “Solve the Puzzle!”
 We created a 250-piece puzzle with an image of our  
new building addition, representing the Spirit of Progress. 
Participants symbolically “placed” a piece of the puzzle by  
donating $50, the same price they would have paid for a  
ticket to the breakfast.

 Many donated enough to “fit” a 
few pieces, or even a “table’s worth” 
(10 pieces/tickets). It was exciting to watch the progress of 
the puzzle completion, posted on the Home’s Facebook and 
Instagram pages.
 After we finished one puzzle, we were able to complete a 
second one thanks to such a great response from supporters. 
All of those who joined in the fun received a voucher for a 
free spring plant at Van Wingerden’s Farm & Greenhouse in 
Pompton Plains, NJ.
 If you would still like to contribute, more plant vouchers 
are available. And we can always make a third puzzle! 
 The Spirit of Progress has been a three-year marathon 
construction project. We are so close to the conclusion, but 
a long-term investment of this size will need fundraising for 
years to come. Our “Solve the Puzzle” effort was only a small 
part of the bigger picture. But just like with each piece in a 
puzzle, every little bit helps.
 God’s faithfulness shines through every contribution.  
Together, we are building a bright future for the Home - one 
piece at a time.   
 To contribute, please contact the Foundation at (973) 
427-4087, ext. 651, or email foundation@hchnj.org.

From the Foundation
 Susan Vander Ploeg, Director of Foundation & Development

“I thank my God every time I remember you!”  - Philippians 1:3



Return Service Requested

Holland Christian Home
Since 1895, A Christian Home for Seniors
151 Graham Avenue  •  North Haledon, NJ 07508
Phone: (973) 427-4087   •   Fax: (973) 427-8939
www.hchnj.org  

Wish ListWish List

Microwave  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200

NursingNursingRoom Naming Memorial /  
Honorary Plaques for Spirit of Progress  – 
Contact the Foundation

FoundationFoundation

Aromatherapy oils  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
Smart TV for resident use  .  .  .  .  . $2,000

Printer / copier / scanner  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $300

ActivitiesActivities

ResidentsResidents

Would you be willing to help with one of the following  
special needs? Your contributions can help care for our 
community of residents and staff in the following ways . 
For more information, or to donate or designate a gift to  

a specific purchase, contact the Foundation at  
(973) 427-4087, by email at foundation@hchnj .org,  

or online a thchnj .org/foundation .

Banner (2) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $100 (each)
Large Print Devotionals .  .  .  .$50

Pastoral CarePastoral Care
DVD for Bible Study (prayer group)   .  .  . $25 (each)
Prefilled Communion Cup Sets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50/100 

SAVESAVE  
THETHE  

DATEDATE

Wednesday, September 29

126th Anniversary Dinner

Guest Speaker: 
ALISTAIR BEGG, 
Truth for Life Radio
Please visit hchnj.org 
for more information.

Wednesday, September 29 2021

126th Anniversary Dinner
of the Holland Christian Home

 at the Tides Estate


